Ark could turn part of Westwells into an Industrial Estate

In 2023 in respect of the planning application PL/2023/10233 (on the old Stephen’s
Plastic site) the Statutory Landscape consultee expressed severe reservations with
respect to Massing in close proximity to Rowan Lane and the village of Westwells. He
stipulated that he would give permission for Ark to build P5 on the old Stephens Plastic
site subject, to no further industrialisation attempts south of Rowan Lane into Westwells
village.

Stephens Plastic the MOD, the old post office, the telephone exchange and the current
Ark data centre have always been in the area known as Hawthorn: this is north of Rowan
Lane. Ark is now trying to move industrial factories into the small village of Westwells
contravening the Wiltshire Strategic Local Plan.

A trading estate or business park is designed for factories or business premises, for
example Leafield Trading Estate, part of Corsham, is a specially designated area
containing industrial units. No matter how it is disguised or what it is called, the Ark
proposal is to build a trading estate within a gross monolithic structure and then to sub-
let internal modules to third parties. It is a factory complex or trading estate, nothing
more, trying to expand into a pretty rural village on what is affectionately called the
Donkey Field, where previous, similar attempts, the planning authorities have refused.

In comparison Westwells is a beautiful historic small village (until recently just a Hamlet)
which has never had industrial units on it. Factories and industrial centres have always
been constructed north of the village in their own designated area. Historically, previous
attempts to industrialise the area south of Rowan Lane have failed, even on appeal for
just this reason. Even the lapsed planning approval for much needed house building on
the site was severely constrained, due to the flood risk in the area; a risk that is not yet
properly understood by the responsible authorities. Just because the planners agreed 87
houses could be built (under severe constraints regarding flooding, lighting, and also
height) how can Ark just assume that itis ok to build an Industrial Complex four times the
footprint and 20m in height and ignore all constraints?

A factory complex built right bang in the centre of Westwells, on the Donkey Field, would
change its character forever and wholly isolate the residents of the retirement complex
Wadswick Green, from the rest of the village and local community. Overnight it would
become an industrial area instead of a village. The footprint of the factory will be larger
than any other data centre built within the existing designated complex north of Rowan
Lane. Without doubt in the future Ark would then apply for planning permission on the
Rabbit Warren which is an area next to the Donkey Field, and then more industrial units



would appear. Given the disregard for the constraints placed on the Hawthorn
development how can any assurances of ‘no further Ark development’ have any
credibility whatsoever. They haven’t any credibility; none. The Donkey Field land was
bought by them as a speculative purchase to see how much they could override the
planning authorities; all to their advantage.

Ark because of their wealth and power have absolutely no regard for the people who live
in this area and are quite prepared to destroy unique heritage for their own financial gains.
They will not have to live with the social and physical destruction of a historic village with
listed buildings in it, some dating from before 1600. Ark is a multi-national firm, primarily
American owned, who could build a data centre anywhere in the country, in a designated
area, specifically allocated for such a massive build and from where, in the future, they
can expand into. There are adjacent sites they could expand into, away from the village
so itis not ‘essential’ to expand south of Rowan lane.

Please help us stop this by going on line to Wiltshire Planning Dept. and making a
comment. Reference PL/2024/05527 scroll to comments and follow the instructions. Or
write to The Planning Department. County Hall. Bythesea Road. Trowbridge BA148JN.
Alternatively you can email Adam.Madge@wiltshire.gov.uk

Thank you! Trudy Davies

Neston Westwells Action Group (NWAG)
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