FROM HAMLET TO SMALL VILLAGE

Did you know that under the “Wiltshire Local Plan” both Neston and Westwells have been
defined independently as ‘Small Villages’. Well until a few months ago, | certainly didn’t, I
had always been told that Westwells was a Hamlet and Neston a Village. Apparently, this
hasn’t been the case since at least 2015! In the strategic Local Plan ‘Small Villages’ such as
ours are viewed as having a low level of service and facilities plus few employment
opportunities. The Plan assumes that in the future, only very modest developments will be
allowed to take place in small villages. The emphasis will be to try and preserve the current
character of all ‘Small Villages’ within Wiltshire. In the plan our villagers are in the minority
as only 148 locations throughout Wiltshire have been given the status of ‘Small Villages’. |
was intrigued to read that Neston and Westwells are two of them.

Future developments, for housing employment or services and facilities, within Small
Villages will only be supported where the existing character of the individual village is
sympathetically recognised. Naturally the impacts of global warming and carbon reduction
has also to be taken into account along with the risk of flooding to homes.

It was heartwarming to read that this strategic Plan sets out to ensure that the current rural
identities and uniqueness of both villages is going to be preserved. Well at least until 2038
when the Local Plan will be reviewed.

To prevent Neston and Westwells expanding into one another and becoming one village, or
being swallowed up by Corsham, any development which will elongate our villages will no
longer be allowed. However, within our respective villages “Infill”” will be considered, such
as was allowed for building of The Stoneworks and Tawney Close. Both of these
developments were in keeping with the character of Westwells.

In addition, as The Stoneworks is on the edge of the pathway of migrating endangered
species of 15 types of foraging bats, so the development had to be constructed so as not to
disturb them and to protect them. Many of the new garages had to have bat houses attached to
them. In the future, the Local Plan sets out that the bats will continue to be protected by
placing constraints on land development where bats are living within the Westwells
Conservation Area, e.g. the flight corridor from Westwells to the Box Mines. (In case you’re
interested the bat corridor goes on towards Drews Pond, Trowbridge and Devizes.)

In the Local Plan, Small Villages are no longer defined by a boundary, whilst towns like
Corsham are. See the black outline below which defines Corsham. On the map | have
outlined in red the composite site that the strategic Plan now recognises as Westwells. It
includes.

The old Royal Arthur Site #106 (now Wadswick Green Retirement Village Complex,)
#9999 the Donkey Field,

#3033 Roundwood and

#61 which was The Stoneworks (Infill.)
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You will also notice that right in the very heart of Westwells is the Donkey Field #9999. This
is why it has always been recognised by Wiltshire Council planners as a “Buffer Zone”
between Westwells and Neston.

The difference between our two villages are many. Neston has a village green, a village hall,
a church, a pub, (The Neston Country Inn,) a junior school and an area designated for
allotments. However, both villages are classified as ancient with several listed buildings in
both sites. Westwells has facilities such as Willow Cottage Plants, Wadswick Green
Residential Village Complex, the Figo hairdressers, the Greenhouse restaurant and some rare
bats living in bat houses within this complex and in the nearby underground Sands Quarries.
At one time Westwells had a Chapel (Ebenezer’s), a Co-op shop, a riding stables, a small
cinema and a hedgehog rescue centre. In Hawthorn there was a labour exchange, a post-
office/ newsagent and a night club, but Westwells has never had a village hall or a village
green.

The Donkey Field has been the nearest place Westwells has had to a communal green space.
Since the 1700’s the Donkey Field and its footpaths, are clearly shown on old maps. So local
residents have been able to walk, run, ride bikes, fly kites, play ball games and when it
flooded kayak! Westwells is now in danger of losing this green space along with some of its
designated footpaths as ARK threatens the Small Village of Westwells with a monstrous data
centre that would be over 20m high and would also be directly in the pathway of migrating
bats.

At the bottom of this article is an image of the proposed data centre and if you look closely,
you will see a jumbo jet. This whole aircraft will fit easily into just one section of it. Look
again and you will see a blackened outline of a two-story house. The houses on Westwells
Road will be 50 meters away. The drawing is to give you perspective of just how humongous
the proposed build is.



Under the strategic Local Plan it can be argued that such an application should not be
allowed. The proposed build would be right in the “middle” of the village, see the Red
outlined area depicting Westwells and #9999 The Donkey Field. It would also not preserve
the character of the village.

The strategic Local Plan has a vision for the future, which is to preserve the character of all
Small Villages across Wiltshire. The proposed ARK build is too big to be regarded as Infill
as in the case of The Stoneworks and Tawney Close. In addition, the ARK proposal is the
size of a football stadium and will be seen and heard by the majority of Westwells residents.
At night, because of the emergency lighting, it will be lit up like a fair ground. The number of
jobs it could bring to the area is a grand total of Seven. (7) Five working during the day and
two at night.

It’s hard to comprehend how such a monstrosity would meet or comply in any way with the
limits set within the strategic Local Plan for Wiltshire. Our group fully expect that Wiltshire
planning department who have been responsible for developing the strategic Local Plan will
refuse this build. ARK will then have to look for somewhere more suitable to build but
certainly not in a village setting, and certainly not in a small village as beautiful as either of
ours.
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