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THE PICTORS AT BOX AND RUDLOE.

In 1795, Thomas Prictor married Hester White at Preshute, (S.W. of Marlborough)
in Wiltshire. Both families came from the Ramsbury/Marlborough/Devizes area.

After having four daughters they had a son, Job, who was born at Potterne, near
Devizes, on February 24th, 1802.

On June 3rd. 1827, Job married Mary Fluester, of Box. He appears to have dropped
the first 'r' in his name from around this time.

Job Pictor rented land from the Northeys at Hazelbury. He also rented land near
the turnpike at Middle Hill, Box. He was by this time a quarry-master, so his
object in renting some farmland was probably to gain the mining-rights.

From the 1841 Census we learn that Job Pictor lived in Clift Cottages, Box Hill.
He was then thirty-nine years old: his wife, Mary, the ex-postmistress of Box, was
thirty-five. They had three daughters - Jane (9), Rosina (5) and Mary (10 months).
(They eventually had twelve children in twenty-two years!)

Job Pictor owned a house, outbuildings, stable and gardens, opposite the end of
Ditteridge Lane, just where the road runs down to the Square.

He also owned a house, land and cottages at the end of the land adjoining the
first house. These were situated to the side of the lane which joins Boxfields
Lane, (the lane which runs down from Box Fields and Tunnel Inn to Box, from what
was then known as Sandy Lane and is now known as Leafy Lane.

In the 1838 Schedule, Job Pictor's properties are reference nos. 357 and 340.

Job Pictor died in Box in 1857 and he and his wife are buried in the churchyard,
nearly opposite the church door.

In the 1838 Schedule, the land where the house now known as Rudloe House stands
belonged to a man called John Jones and was farmed by a William Wiltshire. The
land consisted of the following areas, which can be seen on Map 6, accompanying
the Schedule:-

31 - Little Field - which ran along Sandy Lane to the turnpike (a4) and on,
along, towards Corsham.

32 - Sandy Leaze - which ran from Sandy Lane to the Corsham Road (B3109).

328 - Barn and Barton - on the East side of Sandy Lane (sbout where Kidston Way
meets Leafy Lane) and thereabouts there was a duckpond.

38 - Ten Acres - across Sandy Lane from the Barn and Barton and approached by
two gateways: one opposite the Barn and one near the junction
of Sandy Lane and Box Fields Lane.

39 - Boson Tyning - which was the name given to the area between the turnpike
and Sandy Lane (which included the land where the Hotel now
stands and where Park Avenue is established).

40 - Upper Box Field - pastureland to the side of Box Fields Lane and adjoining
Lower Box Field: pastureland between Upper Box Field and
the turnpike and lane (Now Beech Road). This included the
quarry in Box Fields, at Tunnel Inn, which is known as
Cathedral .
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In the 1851 Box Village Census we find a household whose head is an Elizabeth
Pictor - Job's daughter, aged seventeen 'farmer's daughter', living with her
sister, Emmeline, aged six and a cousin, also Elizabeth, aged thirty-nine, who
is listed as the housekeeper.

It is possible that Job, Mary and their three elder children were by this time
living at Boxfields Farm which must have been under construction. (The house
belonging to Boxfields Farm is now known as Rudloe House).

In the 1861 Census we find a household consisting of Mary Pictor, aged fifty-
four - Job's widow; daughter, Elizabeth, aged twenty-seven; daughters Mary,
aged twenty-one and Emmeline, sixteen; son, Richard (buried in Box Cemetery);
daughter Louisa, aged eleven and Rosina, a grand-daughter, aged five, the child
of Job's eldest son, Robert.

There is no reference to where they were living, but it is most likely that
they were living in the new Boxfields Farm House, (now known as Rudloe House),
which appears to have been built c.1850-1860.

In the 1871 Census we read of the family living at Boxfields Farm, the head of
which is Robert Pictor, aged forty, who is married to Charlotte, nee Newman, of
Box; their children - Herbert, aged seventeen (b. 1853), Catherine, aged sixteen,
b.1854, Rosina, aged fifteen, (b. 1856), Charlotte, aged twelve (b. 1858),
(Frederick Job is recorded to have been born in 1857 and died in 1859), Mary Anne,
aged eleven (b.1860), Alice Margaret, aged eight (b.1862 and Vernon Samuel,
referred to as Louis Vernon in the Census, aged two, who was born in 1868. Another
daughter is recorded to have been born in 1871 and named Elizabeth.

In the Census, Hannah West and Susan Cook are listed as general servants.

Robert Pictor is listed as a farmer, farming 138 acres, with nine men and two
boys working for him.

Robert died in 1877 and is buried in Box Cemetery, as are also his wife, Charlotte
and several children. His brother, Cornelius, who had Fogleigh House built, is also
buried there. Cornelius had remained a bachelor: he died in 1916.

In the 1881 Census we read that Herbert Pictor lives with his wife, Julia, two
daughters, two sisters, a governess, a cook, a housemaid, two labourers and a
groom. (The male servants lived in rooms above the farm dairy - between the
Kitchen and the farmyard. A passage connected Kitchen and dairy: the latter was
where the garage and patio now are.

In the 1891 Census we read. that Herbert Robert Newman Pictor, retired stone mason
is living at Boxfields Farm (aged thirty-nine) with his wife, Julia, aged thirty-six
Kathleen J., aged thirteen and Muriel May, aged twelve, his daughters.

Sarah-Jane Dancey is their housemaid and Emmeline Hancock their cook.

On an undated plan at the Record Office (probably c. 1860) of Mr. Pictor's Estates'
it is clear that he owned all the lands, presumably purchased in earlier years by
his family) which William Wiltshire had rented from John Jones, which were marked on
the 1838 Schedule, plus more, including the land adjoining Box Hill where the
Clift Mine entrance is. On this plan an area is marked out for the proposed building
of a house for Mr. Pictor. This is where the Rudloe Hall Hotel now stands.

It appears that the house, Rudloe Towers, was being built by the 1870s as Robert is
said to have had a fatal stroke while he was walking between Boxfields Farm and
Rudloe Towers. (He died in 1877, before the house was finished). His wife,
Charlotte only survived him by three years: she had had ten children in eighteen

years!
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Rudloe Farmhouse in 1904.

it is known from the Conveyances available to us that the Pictor family continued
to live at Boxfields Farm into the twentieth century. Herbert Pictor died in 1916
and may have lived here until then. He was certainly living alone in the house

in the early years of the century (his wife having left him) as hisAniecg has
described walking to the house from Pickwick where she spent much time with her
grandparents, aunts and uncles, who lived at Pickwick House.

Herbert's brother, Vernon Samuel, had married his first cousin, Elsie Jane, the
daughter of William Smith Pictor, Job's son. The marriage was not a happy one and
the couple, who had settled in Exmouth, spent weeks on end away from home and eone
another. They would send their only child, Laelia, to the relatives at Pickwick.

Laelia had been born in 1896. At Pickwick, amongst the older relations, she played
solitary games..The memories of those childhood visits remained with her all
through her eventful and very long life.
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In the autumn of 1989, Laelia's daughter, Mrs. Rae Hough, called at Rudloe House
whilst on a visit from Canada to further her knowledge of the Pictor family
history. She gave her mother' address to Jean Wooster who sent a photograph of
the old house to her that Christmas.

Here is a copy of Mrs. Laelia Winstone's reply:

Powell River, B.C., Canada.

December 15th 1989

Dear Mrs. Wooster,

Thank you very much for your kind letter and for the beautiful card : also for
your thoughtfulness in enclosing a photo of the old 'Rudloe' , as it was called
in my day.

I was disturbed to note how desolate the building looked, but am very heartened
to know that it is presently in loving hands and that it will be cared for.

As a child I spent many happy hours playing on the lawns in front. The house was
very secluded and nowhere could it be viewed from the grodnds. The driveway curved
in a circle in front of it, with a large bed of flowers in the centre. There was a
large lawn, backed by shrubs and trees to the front of the house, in which were cut
two bays for resting in the shade. In each of these bays was a natural-sized, stone
lion. Can you imagine how all the children who grew up in the house must have loved
those? I know I did!

The house was cosy-looking and covered with Virginia creeper. At the far end was
the tennis lawn, backed by a tall, stone wall, which had trained fruit trees and an
archway leading to the walled garden and the back of the house,,beyond which where
the farm buildings. In front of the farm buildings, in the farmyard, was a large,
cement opnd for ducks and geese.

I don't remember the inside of the house. Before the time of my visits, my Uncle

Herbert, who had inherited the house, being the eldest, had become divorced from

his wife, Julia. He was not very fond of children, so mostly we were only allowed
to play outside. We used to walk up from Pickwick where my grandmother lived

(my father and mother were first cousins) and with whom I spent the greater part

of my childhood.

Uncle Herbert was very popular in the village of Box and well-loved by the quarry
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workers. The Bath stone quarries were owned by my family, the Pictors. But Uncle
Herbert lived very much alone as in those days a divorce was considered a disgrace.

When my father, Vernon Pictor was growing up, I believe the male servants' quarters
were at the back of the house.

There were many beautiful trees and shrubs on either side of the lawns and in front,
beyond a paling fence, the parkland went a long way, right to a lane which led to
Pickwick village and ended by my grandmother's high-walled, vegetable garden, her
house on the Bath road and the entrance to Pickwick village. There is there still, on
the homeground, a round house, which had once been a turnpike toll-house in the days
of coaching. I was allowed to play in the top storey of the round house. It was my
special play-house. With all the elderly uncles and aunts I was rather a lonely little
person in those days!

My father's father, Robert, was building 'Rudloe Towers ' for the family, but he died
of a stroke in the 1870s, before it was half finished.

On the left of the driveway of the old 'Rudloe' was a large, glass conservatory.
Nothing could be seen from the road.

I do hope that this has not bored you!

Again many thanks,

Sincerely,

Laelia Winstone.

It is believed in the family that after Robert's death, 'Rudloe Towers' was sold.
Unfortunately, the deeds were lost in a fire at the solicitor's office where they
were held. The house was a school for a time, certainly during the thirties and
was known then as Rudloe College.

Rudloe Towers, now an hotel.





