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. Where everybody matters

(c) Are you related to any past or present owner or
occupier of land crossed by the claimed way? If
so, please give details.

10.

Have you ever been stopped or turned back when
using this way, or do you know of anyone else to
whom this has happened? Please give details.

1.

Have you ever been told by any owner or tenant of the
land crossed by the way or anyone in their
employment, that the way was not public or any
comments about its route and/or width? If so, please
state when, giving particular dates if possible?





image8.jpeg
Wiltshire Council

~==—"" Where everybody matters

12. Have you ever been given permission to use the way?
If so, by whom and when?

13. Do you believe the owner or occupier was aware of the
public using the way? Yes/No

If yes, why?

14. Do you know of any documentary evidence eg
Enclosure
Awards, Tithe Awards, old photographs etc, which
you think will support the claim. If so, please give full
details and if necessary include copies or information
on where the documents are held and may be
examined.
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| hereby certify that to the best of my knowledge and belief the
facts that | have stated here are true.

I understand that the information on this is not confidential and
may be inspected and copied by anyone affected by the
claimed right of way.

| am/am not willing to attend a public inquiry to give evidence on
this matter, if this should prove necessary.
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Notes on how to complete the attached evidence form

Please read these notes before starting

1. Please complete the form in person, if possible, and in clear
print.

2. Please answer every question as fully as you can. You may
feel that several questions ask for the same information, but
there is a reason for their being asked in this manner.

3. Please draw the route of the claimed way on the attached
plan as carefully as possible and initial each end.

4. The details contained in this form may be used in evidence
at a public inquiry, and you may be required to support the
information you are providing by appearing in person.

5. If you cannot attend because of ill-health, or for other
reasons, please state this clearly on the form.

6. Please note that the evidence you submit on this form is
not confidential. The owner of the land affected by the route
you have used may wish to know who claims they have used
the route. He/she may wish to put forward the case that use
was with direct permission. It could be prejudicial if he/she
did not have sufficient information to comment on the nature
of use. If this is the case, a copy of your completed form
could be sent to him/her. In the first instance, a summary of
the witness forms will be sent.

7. Itis important that the way follows a defined track, and is not
an area over which you have wandered at large.

8. A landowner can successfully refute a claim for a right of way
to be recorded if he/she can prove that either the way was
used with his/her express permission only, or that he/she
prevented access to the way, or that he/she has erected
notices to counter any suggestion that there has been any
intention to dedicate the way as a public right of way.
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Important note

9. The object of this form is simply to reach the truth of the
matter, whatever it may be. Witnesses are therefore asked to
answer all the questions as fully as possible, and not keep
back any information, whether for or against the public claim;
this is of particular importance if the information is to be of
real value. Please fill in the questions in clear handwriting.

10. Please note that the evidence you submit on this form
is not confidential as we are obliged under legislation to allow
the person(s) affected by the claim access to study and copy
documents which we have taken into account when
preparing an Order modifying the Map.
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Please complete the form in clear writing

1. Personal details

Full name of witness (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)

Telephone number .....

Occupation

(This question is asked so the council can clarify whether your
occupation is connected with the person(s) affected by the

claim).

2. Description of the path. Please describe, very fully and
clearly with references to features on the ground and so
on, for example ponds, fences, gates, roads, houses and
the precise route used. If you are able, also use grid

references.

3. Please draw the route of the claimed way on the
attached plan. Do this as carefully as you can because
any change to the Definitive Map may be based exactly
on the route you draw. Please initial each end of the

path.
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4. Believed status of path (please see definitions below)
(a) A footpath may only be used for walking

(b) A bridleway may be used for riding or leading a horse
as well as walking. Pedal cycling is also permitted on
bridleways provided cyclists give way to riders or
pedestrians.

(c) A Byway Open to All Traffic is a highway over which
there is a legal right to used wheeled vehicles of all
kinds, including horse drawn vehicles, but which is, in
fact, used by the public mainly for walking or riding
horses.

5. Have you used the above way Yes/No
If so:

(a) How did you first come to use it?

(b)  During what years, please specify the dates, eg
1954 — 1967

(c) Whendid you last use it? .............ccccceerennnnen.

(d)  Where were you going to and from eg home to
school or to shops etc?

(e)  Forwhat purpose, e.g. recreation, visiting friends,
delivering goods?
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(f)  How frequently did you use the way, e.g. daily,
about 6 times a year?

(g) By what means, eg walking, cycling, riding a horse,
several means?

means?

6. How wide is the way you are claiming?
For example 1 — 4.5 metres. If the width has altered during the
period you have known it, for example fences being removed or

moved, please specify fully the change and most importantly
when the change(s) occurred.

7. The route

(a) Have you always followed the same route?

(b) If you have ever changed your route can you explain
why and give full details?
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8. Have there, to your knowledge, ever been on the way:

(a) Signposts/ way marking discs? Please state location
and mark the position on plan.

(b) Gates or stiles? Please state location, mark on plan.
If so, were the gates ever locked and at what times
or dates?

(c)  Any notices or signs, e.g. ‘Private Road’, ‘No Public
Right of Way’ etc? If so, state where the items were
in place or please mark the plan if necessary and
state what was or is upon the notice.

(d)  Any other obstructions eg barbed wire?

9. Have you ever worked for or been the tenant of any
owner or occupier of land crossed by the way at the
time you were using it.

Yes/No
(a) If so, please give particulars and dates.
(b) If so, did you ever receive any instructions from

him/her as to the use of the way by the public? If
so, what were they?




